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CALENDAR ITEM 

C78 
A 26 02/20/15 
 PRC 9085.9 
S 8 D. Simpkin 
 

AMENDMENT OF LEASE 
 
LESSEE: 

Great Basin Unified Air Pollution Control District 
 
AREA, LAND TYPE, AND LOCATION: 

Sovereign land on the dry lake bed of Owens Lake, Inyo County 
 
AUTHORIZED USE: 

The continued use and maintenance of 124 Sensit sites, five meteorological 
towers, one air monitoring station, and four concrete footings. 

 
LEASE TERM: 

20 years, beginning August 23, 2013. 
 
CONSIDERATION:  

The public health and safety, with the State reserving the right at any time to set 
a monetary rent if the Commission finds such action to be in the State’s best 
interests. 

 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT: 

 
1. Amend Land Use or Purpose of Section 1 of the Lease to authorize the 

removal of five Sensit sites and the addition of nine Sensit sites. 
 

2. Replace Exhibit A, Land Description of the lease with the attached Exhibit 
A, Land Description.  All other terms and conditions of the lease shall remain 
in effect without amendment.   
 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 
1. On September 20, 2013, the Commission authorized a 20-year General 

Lease – Public Agency Use to the Great Basin Unified Air Pollution 
Control District (District) for the continued use and maintenance of 124 air 
monitoring equipment (Sensit) sites, five meteorological towers, and one 
air monitoring station. 
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2. On June 4, 2014, Commission staff issued the District a Letter of Non-
Objection for the Placement and Operation of additional Sensits on the dry 
lake bed of Owens Lake.  A condition of the Letter of Non-Objection 
required the District to submit an application for Lease Amendment for the 
continued use and operation of the additional Sensits.  The District has 
submitted an application to amend the lease to remove a total of five 
Sensit sites and add nine Sensit sites.  Commission staff is recommending 
an amendment of the lease to reflect the number of Sensits that currently 
exist on the lakebed.   

 
3. The staff recommends that the Commission find that this activity is exempt 

from the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
as a categorically exempt project.  The project is exempt under Class 1, 
Existing Facilities; California Code of Regulations, Title 2, section 2905, 
subdivision (a)(2). 

 
Authority:  Public Resources Code section 21084 and California Code of 
Regulations, Title 14, section 15300 and California Code of Regulations, 
Title 2, section 2905. 

 
4. This activity involves lands which have NOT been identified as possessing 

significant environmental values pursuant to Public Resources Code 
section 6370 et seq.; however, the Commission has declared that all lands 
are “significant” by nature of their public ownership (as opposed to 
“environmentally significant”).  Since such declaration of significance is not 
based upon the requirements and criteria of Public Resources Code 
section 6370 et seq., use classifications for such lands have not been 
designated.  Therefore, the finding of the project’s consistency with the 
use classification as required by California Code of Regulations, Title 2, 
section 2954 is not applicable. 

 
EXHIBITS: 

A. Land Description 
B. Site and Location Map 

 
RECOMMENDED ACTION: 
It is recommended that the Commission: 
 

CEQA FINDING: 
Find that the activity is exempt from the requirements of CEQA pursuant 
to California Code of Regulations, Title 14, section 15061 as a 
categorically exempt project, Class 1, Existing Facilities; California Code 
of Regulations, Title 2, section 2905, subdivision (a)(2). 
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AUTHORIZATION:  
Authorize the amendment of Lease No. PRC 9085.9, a General Lease –
Public Agency Use, to authorize the removal of five Sensit sites and the 
addition of nine Sensit sites and to amend the Land Description as 
described in Exhibit A and shown on Exhibit B (for reference purposes 
only) attached and by this reference made a part hereof; all other terms 
and conditions of the lease will remain in effect without amendment. 

 

 














